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Course Overview  

“Knowledge is power”. In an increasingly post-industrial world today, information and 

knowledge are two key resources of development. Ownership and control of information 

technologies and communication have led to the growth of knowledge elites who 

represent and institutionalize them. The knowledge of experts/elites de-legitimises 

popular knowledge. The subversion of popular knowledge eventually subordinates 

common people; excludes and devalues their concerns and participation from society, 

politics, rules, practices and institutions. The struggle for justice and equality, therefore, 

has to be simultaneously carried out at the cognitive level.  

The challenges of poverty, inequality, and exclusion mandate that people’s reality be 

understood from their vantage point. The local community knowledge would not only 

increase understanding of the complex interactions among economic, social, political 

and behavioral factors that contribute to disparities but also inform the design of 

interventions aimed at reducing these disparities. Participatory research (PR), as an 

approach to social change, researches with and for people. There is a growing 

recognition of the importance and promise of perspectives on participatory research and 

evaluation to support ownership of local communities and to ensure relevance and 

sustainability of development.  

Responding to the above educational need, PRIA has launched a Certificate in 

International Perspectives in Participatory Research in collaboration with Adult and 

Continuing Education Programme of Continuing Studies, University of Victoria (UVic) 

Canada in a distance education mode. The course is designed and prepared by a 

partnership of PRIA and UVic to share the insights of practitioners and academia. This 

certificate course is designed to acquaint the part-time learners with participatory 

research perspective, which links research with social change. It unravels nuances of 

the term participation through the study of participatory research (PR). 
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ASSIGNMENT:  Reflection Paper  

Purpose: 

The purpose of this assignment is to give the instructor(s) a sense of your existing 

experiences with research and social action, and your understanding of the 

Participatory Research framework. Note that you will not be graded on the extent of 

your experience in research, participatory or otherwise. Rather, you will be evaluated 

according to how thoroughly you respond to the following instructions. 

Instructions: 

Think of an example of research in which you have taken part. This could mean that you 

initiated the process, or you were somehow asked to participate in it. Examples can 

come from a variety of places: your workplace, your community, or at a regional or 

national level in your country, e.g. an employee satisfaction survey, a census, a 

programme or course evaluation, or a decision to move your office to a new location. 

Provide a brief (1-2 pages) summary of this research or evaluation process, and then 

discuss the following questions. Please go through Units 1 and 2 to of your course 

answer section A and B respectively: 

A 

 Who initiated this process and why? 

 Who benefited from this process and how? 

 In what ways, and how much control did the communities have over this process 

and the knowledge generated through it? 
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B 

 What are some strengths and weaknesses of the process you have described? 

 Given what you have learned about PR, how would you describe the quality and 

levels of participation of yourself and others in this process? 

 How do you suppose the process and outcomes might have changed had it been 

done in a more (or less) participatory manner? 

Length:  Please ensure that your paper is not less than 1500 and does not exceed 

2000 words. The paper must be in 12-point, Times New Roman font and in 1.5 

spacing format.  
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Guidelines for Writing Assignment  

 Introduce the reader to your paper by clearly stating your purpose or thesis 

statement and then provide an outline of how you will go about explaining or 

arguing it. In the introduction, you can also provide some context for your topic 

and why it is important. If you are addressing one small piece of a complex 

problem, the introduction should define the scope of your paper.  

 The body of the paper should follow logically from the outline stated in the 

introduction. Sometimes it is useful to indicate to the reader when you are 

making a new point or moving into the next step of your explanation, argument or 

analysis. This can be done simply by using headings or words such as ‘first… 

second… or next…finally.’ Introduce the main point of each paragraph and 

ensure that the information in that paragraph supports your point.  

 Whenever you are citing from an article or referring to a theorist’s ideas, you 

must include the author’s name and year of publication in parentheses.  

 If you are using direct quotes from the original text, use quotation marks [“…”] 

and include the page number. For example, Kothari (2001) argues “participatory 

approaches to development research and planning attempt to challenge the 

apparent power relations in society by recognizing the control that certain 

individuals and groups have over others” (p 142). 

 If you are paraphrasing the author’s ideas, but are not using a direct quote, you 

still need to acknowledge that this is not your original idea. For example: Kothari 

(2001) cautions that while participatory approaches can challenge the relations of 

power embedded in every society, we must take care not to oversimplify the 

nature of power, or to reassert new forms of social control.  

 For excerpts of more than 40 words, start on a new line and indent the block of 

text. (Do not end a paragraph with this indented quote, comment on it.) These 

indented quotes do not need quotation marks. For example: Kothari (2001) has 
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described how powerless groups can have their knowledge validated through 

participatory approaches:  

Participatory approaches to development research and planning attempt to 

challenge the apparent power relations in society by recognizing the control that 

certain individuals and groups have over others. This is based on the recognition 

that those who wield little power have limited opportunities to express their 

interests and needs and is generally excluded from key decision-making 

processes, and that there knowledge is considered insignificant. Nevertheless, 

she goes on to caution that we must take care not to oversimplify the nature of 

power, or to reassert new forms of social control. Indeed, relations of power are 

embedded in participatory approaches as well.  

 The conclusion often provides a brief summary of what has been covered in the 

paper and reiterates the purpose statement. While no new arguments should be 

introduced in the conclusion, it is sometimes appropriate to call for action. For 

example, further research into a subject when there are obvious gaps in the 

literature. In a more personal paper, you may also speak about your own 

reflections on the subject, what you have learned or what implications it has in 

your life.  

 Do not trust the spell check – always re-read, and if possible, have someone else 

read your paper. Grammatical and spelling errors are distracting and can 

sometimes weaken your credibility to the reader.  
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Tips for Online Communication  

Online communication requires slightly different skills from face-to-face interactions, as 

the people you are communicating with do not have access to all the usual visual 

signals (tone of voice, facial expressions, hand movements, body language, etc.). In 

addition to typing skills, you may also need to give some context to your statement. For 

example, if you are making a joke, or being ironic, you need to indicate this clearly to 

the readers.  

Please remember that your peer learners may come from different regions, as well as 

other nationalities, and therefore there are many different idiomatic expressions that are 

used in specific countries, regions or communities. There are also a number of 

acronyms that have become popular through online communication through e-mail, chat 

rooms, text messaging, etc. Keep in mind that not everyone will be aware of what these 

expressions or acronyms mean; so if you choose to use them please give a definition. 

Likewise, if you do not understand what others – including what we – have written, 

please ask for clarification.  

 


